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ONE BY ONE 
12 Figures of Speech – Class 7 – Main Lesson 

 

One by one they came, 

From a pre-cast die 

On a distant sky…dum, dum, dum…? 

The trapeze artist caught himself humming that song again as he supervised the roustabouts 

erecting his rigging. High Flyer, as was his show name, was going to attempt a trick this season 

which had never been done before – and without a net! He was going to attempt to find Metaphysic 

Metonymy’s real name!! 

…In a cloud of dust 

To a town which lived on a road – so it goes…da, da, da…? 

“What is that song?!!” 

“Ahh, that was it! The sone was one I learnt at school – when was it? Class 7? Yes, the year just prior 

to leaping into the unknown and uncertain space called high school. Maybe that was where the 

seed of my aerial temerity was sown to become a circus performer?! Now what was that main 

lesson about?...apart from a traveling show that is?” 

It was language; in terms of the Educational Zodiac, this calls on the inspirational impulses streaming 

into the souls of teacher and pupil alike from Aries, with its Sense of Word. High Flyer’s ruminations 

were interrupted as he checked one of the steel links of his apparatus. 

“Now where was I? Ah yes, that aspect of the 12-fold Ego which calls on these Aries/Word faculties 

is, as Rudolf Steiner describes, Rationalism.” 

In his reading of The Doctor’s work, he knew that this connected strongly with the Rational Soul; 

that cultural impulse brought into human evolution by the Greco-Roman Age. Maybe it was 

teaching with this spiritual wisdom as a background that gave him his power of rationality today? To 

be able to clarify his world in sharply defined and keenly honed concepts – to Fly! 

So in this Language/Aries/Word/Rational stream, where did…what was that lesson about? …I know, 

it was The 12 Figures of Speech!! Of the 3 language strands of Writing, Expression and Reading? – 

now where was this one taught?! – that’s it, it was the Expression language main lesson for Class 7! 

Expression calls on, first and foremost, the feeling life to awaken – to be more articulate. It is a soul-

emphatic 3 weeks, where through a clear and colorful stream of images and information, the child’s 

word-expressive powers, illumined by the heart, are heightened, both in a verbal and written sense. 
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One by one they came, 

To a place in a time 

By a road with a sign, 

Twelve circus travelers 

Happy to arrive from their dreams – so it seems, 

Twelve travelers so different it seems. 

High Flyer caught a snatch of conversation from a couple of pretty girls as they were grooming their 

show horses – “…and I had to fight him off; he’s a bit of a stallion they say – this tentacles were all 

over me!” – “Ah, the mixed metaphor;” he smiled to himself “a large part of the 12 Figures of 

Speech lesson was devoted to drawing the children’s attention to the more common figurative 

errors. 

These included tautology; the labored and inapt metaphor; the difference between simile and 

metaphor; the dreaded cliché; …! That may have been part of the nuts and bolts of the less…ahhrr, a 

cliché! …of the, um, more academic content of the lesson, but it was the class play at the end which 

was the cultural highlight.” 

In later reflections on this exciting unit, High Flyer realized that his canny teacher, Jane, had actually 

written a metaphor of the whole class as the underlying texture of the script. Indeed each child was 

more emphatically one figure of speech than another. 

One girl perennially expressed irony in her conversations; a boy, the epigram; while a third child 

constantly exaggerated his small world with hyperbole. Funny how I didn’t notice this self-evident 

type-casting at the time? Maybe this blend of reality and fantasy was why everyone threw 

themselves into the production with such enthusiasm. Now what was I…? oh no, so the teacher 

thought I was Pood ‘n’ Pie Personify – I was just the squeaking gate – a personification – of the class 

I suppose, when anything was a-miss, I’d be the one to complain! 

One by one they stayed, 

Those twelve gypsy tumbleweeds 

Bearing heavy loads, 

Setting up their tents 

In a park beside the road – so it grows, so it grows. 

Near a town in a park by the road. 

High Flyer sat on an upturned bucket during a lull in the work and watched Maxwell Climax lovingly 

polish his ‘Human Cannonball’ cannon. He remembered enjoying both the story of the Climax, the 

1st Figure of Speech, and its examples. How funny it was when Climax’s blast-off was a fizzer, 

creating, you guessed it – an Anticlimax! Ah, but Max regained his reputation when he pursued and 

caught a bag snatcher via a successful launch! 
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One by one they stayed 

Their tents grew like toadstools, 

Dust upon their jeans, 

Magic was the gypsy’s game 

And fantasy their means – so it seems, so it seems. 

Twelve travelers so different int seems. 

Climax is a series of ideas presented step-by-step like a ladder, to a final word or phrase which 

crowns the whole statement. Anti-climax is the same ascent of ideas, but with the final one 

dropping, usually with the use of the mundane, to earth again. 

“Hi Alexander!” called High Flyer pleasantly as the show’s Promotions Officer hurried by with 

armfuls of posters and advertising copy for the local radio station. “That was the character” he 

recalled “that Jane used to portray the 2nd figure of Speech, Antithesis – the placing of words or 

ideas in direct contrast to achieve emphasis. Now what did Alexander Antithesis do in the 

story?...he wrote a spiel that appealed to both ‘good ol’ boys’ (wink, wink), and the local clergyman. 

It was funny how he got it all round the wrong way at first, salaciously promising a night of white-

hot entertainment with the ‘good time girls’ – and an inspiring Bible reading evening. On both 

occasions there was a disappointingly small attendance! 

The wildest show with thrills and song, 

Come bring your tiny tots along -  

Hear the gong, join the throng. 

The trapeze artist’s eye wandered into the open tent flap of Mirrilli Simile, The World’s Cleverest 
Make-up Artist!! Mirrilli could make anyone like someone else (or some thing else for that matter). 

After chatting to Mirrilli for some time, while she made a rock look like a gnome, High Flyer grew 

silent as he remembered the class exercises of Simile, the 3rd Figure of Speech. 

As a 13-year-old, High Flyer had enjoyed the challenge of being given the first half of a sentence, 

with the children having to provide interesting similes for the second half. The make-up lady in the 

play got into trouble too, when asked by one of the gorgeous show girls to be made up to look like 

Nefertiti for an Egyptian number they were planning. So the poor girl was made-up to look like a 

4000 year old corpse, a mummy covered in bandages!! 

“I wanted to look like Nefertiti Was;” cried the girl “not how she is today!!” The simile lady did 

redeem herself though, when she transformed a hideously ugly girl int a beauty. Oh, no, here comes 

Mezmer Metaphor, the show’s resident magician – what mysteries is she dabbling in this time!? 

“Hi Mezmer – yes, I can see that you’ve got a pig’s ear…you drop it into the black top hat…Wow! 

And out comes a silk purse! Well done, as usual you’ve changed something into something else. My, 

that reminds me of the Metaphor day in our 3-week main lesson all those years ago (with 

imagination in education, children have extraordinary recall of how they learnt something – Ed.) 

 


